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DRILLING: Public
invited to comment
before meeting.
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tothe American Indian peo-
ple, particularly the North-
ern Cheyenne,” Stevens
said. “We asked them to re-
consider authorization of
the drilling because of its
potential impacts”

The notice from the park
Service comes as an area en-
vironmental group, Defend-
ers of the Black Hills, is ask-
ing for a federal hearing on
the oil-field proposal
because of its potential im-
pacts on Bear Butte.
Defenders coordinator
Charmaine White Face
wrote the state Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources arguing that a
federal hearing is merited
because of the national
landmark status of the
butte. White Face sent a
copy of the letter to the park
service at its National His-
toric Landmark program.

She said South Dakota
was lucky to have Bear Butte
as a state park but that its
significance went beyond
that designation and state
control.

“It is an honor for the
state of South Dakota to
have under its state parks
system such an historic
landmark,” White Face
wrote. “However, Bear Butte
is a national historic land-
mark, and it must have na-
tional input on anything
that might harm or impair
the significance of this na-
tional historic landmark.”

Drilling oil wells and de-
veloping the required infra-
structure for storage and
transport could produce
such harm to Bear Butte, she
said.

Stevens said, however,
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The National Park Service opposes oil-well development near Bear Butte because of the potential negative impact on the National Historic Landmark and the butte’s reli-
gious significance to Native Americans. The national agency does not have regulatory oversight because there are no federal permits involved and oil explorationisn't on
federal property, but park service officials have sent letters of concern to the state historic preservation officials, asking them to reconsider authorizing Nakota Energy, LLC,

to drill for oil.

that the National Park Ser-
vice does not have authority
to require hearings on this
issue. Since there are no
federal permits involved and
it isn’t on federal property,
the authority for permitting
appears to rest entirely with
the state, he said.

“If it were a federal action
and there were a federal
agency involved in authoriz-
ing the drilling right, then
the National Historic Preser-
vation Act would require a
consultation process that the
National Park Service would
be a part of,” Stevens said.
“The park service has the
authority to monitor threats

to historic landmarks, but we
don’t have legal jurisdiction
unless there’s a federal un-
dertaking?”

The state Board of Min-
erals and Environment and
its staff at DENR has pri-
mary permitting responsi-
bility for oil and gas fields.
After a hearing last Novem-
ber, the board granted a per-
mit to Nakota Energy LLC of
Wilmington, N.C., to devel-
op a well field on up to 960
acres of land north of Stur-
gis and west of S.D. High-
way 79. Part of the field
comes within 1-1/2 miles of
Bear Butte.

But after initial drilling

had begun, state historic
preservation officials deter-
mined that Nakota Energy
had missed some steps in
the process, including how
the development would af-
fect the visual qualities at
Bear Butte. Because of that,
another hearing on the proj-
ect before the Board of Min-
erals and Environment was
set for April 21in Pierre.
Other opponents to the
project have joined the
hearing as interveners, in-
cluding the Lower Brule,
Rosebud and Standing Rock
Sioux tribes in South Dakota
and the Northern Cheyenne
Tribe in Montana, as well as

an individual Yankton Sioux
tribal member.

The board meeting be-
gins at 10:15 a.m. CDT on
April 21 in the Matthew En-
vironmental Education and
Training Center of the Joe
Foss Building at 523 E. Capi-
tol in Pierre. DENR oil and
gas supervisor Fred Steece
of Pierre said people may
attend and sign up to testify
that day.

“They’ll limit you to a
few minutes, but you can
come and say what you
want to;” he said.

Comments may be sent
in advance to Steece at 2050
W. Main St., Suite 1, Rapid

City, SD 57702 or by email at
Fred.Steece@state.sd.us.

Stevens said Bear Butte is
unusual among the 2,500
National Historic Land-
marks because it doesn’t
have human-constructed
components that con-
tributed to its designation.

“It is, I would say, not
typical because most land-
marks are man built,” he
said. “Having a natural fea-
ture that has cultural signif-
icance and therefore is sort
of part of the natural fabric
of history and culture, it’s a
bit unusual”

Contact Kevin Woster at 394-8413 or
kevin.woster@rapidcityjournal.com
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