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YANKTON — Work is
under way in the South
Dakota Secretary of State’s
Office on the 2010 election
— even though it’s more
than a year off.

Secretary of State
Chris Nelson said workers
are checking voter lists.
He said that’s done be-
tween July and October
during off-election years
as workers identify people
who haven’t voted and

put them on an inactive
list.

He said federal voting
rules only allow them to
purge inactive voters at
certain times during the
election cycle.

Nelson said they also
check voter lists for any
obvious errors such as du-
plicate registrations.

As of Sept. 1, South
Dakota had just over
530,000 registered voters,
with about 32,000 on the
inactive list.

CCiivviicc  cceenntteerr  sseeaarrcchheess
ffoorr  ccaauussee  ooff  ffiirree

Gordon Lightfoot went
on stage as scheduled Sat-
urday night despite a fire at
Rushmore Plaza Civic Cen-
ter earlier that morning.

The Rapid City Depart-
ment of Fire & Emergency
Services responded to an
alarm about 7:30 a.m. at the
civic center’s auditorium,
according to Battalion Chief
Mike Roesler. A fire began in
an electrical wall panel in
the spotlight room but was
quickly extinguished by the
sprinkler system and did
not spread. The cause 
hasn’t been determined,
Roesler said.

Fire damage was con-
tained to the electrical pan-
el, which melted down.
Most of the water damage
was contained to an em-
ployee’s office, according to
civic center officials, who
said crews worked all day to
remove the water from the
facility in time to get it ready
for Saturday night’s show.

Civic center officials say
an electrician was on the
scene all day Saturday to
find the fire’s cause.

FFeeddeerraall  BBeeeeff  llaawwssuuiitt
ffoorr  ffiirree  ddiissmmiisssseedd

SIOUX FALLS — Federal
Beef Processors has re-
solved its issues with the in-
surance companies it sued
for a January 2002 fire that
destroyed the Rapid City
packing plant.

The 2004 complaint
sought more than $20 mil-
lion in claims for the build-
ing, machinery and other
costs.

Defendants included Mt.
Hawley, Zurich American,
Evanston, Admiral and Lex-
ington insurance compa-
nies, Royal Indemnity Co.
and GAB Robins North
America.

According to federal
court documents, media-
tion was scheduled for May
with the last defendant but
was canceled and a judge
dismissed the case.

The cause of the fire that
put 400 people out of work
was never determined.

TTeeeenn  aaccccuusseedd  ooff
hhaavviinngg  kknniiffee  iinn  ccllaassss

SIOUX FALLS — An Ax-
tell Park Middle School stu-
dent faces charges after al-
legedly taking a knife to
school.

Sioux Falls police Lt. Dan
Kaiser said the 13-year-old
showed the knife to another
student at the bus stop on
Thursday morning. The
weapon was later found in
the boy’s locker.

Kaiser said there’s no in-
dication the student was
going to use it to hurt or
threaten others.

The student’s name has
not been released.

He faces charges in juve-
nile court and an out-of-
school suspension.

HHeeaavvyy  rraaiinn  mmoorree
ccoommmmoonn  iinn  ssttaattee

ABERDEEN — Heavy
rains and downpours have
become a common occur-
rence in South Dakota this
year.

An early September
storm that dropped more
than 3 inches of rain on Ab-
erdeen seemed to cap off a
season of drenching down-
pours, with another near
half-inch dropping on the
city during the last official
day of summer.

The U.S. Global Change
Research Program said the
frequency and intensity of
heavy rainfall events are in-
creasing nationwide.

The organization said
the amount of rain falling in
very heavy precipitation
events increased 15 percent
from 1958 to 2007 for the
Dakotas and other Plains
states.

State Climatologist Den-
nis Todey said with heavy
precipitation events, that
water will be less useful be-
cause more of it will run off.

TT..  rreexx  nneeeeddss  hhoommee
aafftteerr  VVeeggaass  aauuccttiioonn

LAS VEGAS — Sampson,
a fossilized Tyrannosaurus
rex discovered in South
Dakota, still needs a home
after bidders failed to meet
the minimum price at a Las
Vegas auction.

But Tom Lindgren of
Bonhams & Butterfields
said the auction house is

talking with a number of in-
stitutions and individuals,
and is confident a sale will
be completed in the next
couple of weeks.

The auctioneer had
hoped Saturday’s bids
would top $6 million for the
T. rex dubbed “Samson.”

Lindgren said the high-
est bid was $3.7 million.

Experts say the 170
bones discovered about 17
years ago in South Dakota
represent more than half
the skeleton of a 40-foot-
long, 7.5 ton dinosaur that
lived 66 million years ago.

A similar T. rex fossil
sold for $8.3 million in 1997.

DDaakkttrroonniiccss  ddiissppllaayyss
oouuttssiiddee  ssttaaddiiuumm

BROOKINGS — Eight 
giant video screens built by
South Dakota-based Dak-
tronics are keeping Dallas
Cowboys fans outside the
NFL team’s new stadium part
of the game-day festivities.

The Daktronics PST-
12HD video panels
throughout the stadium’s
outdoor plaza display live
action in HD, crowd
prompts, live scores, stand-
ings updates and promo-
tional content.

Cowboys owner Jerry
Jones said in a news release
that the displays help con-
nect everyone to the experi-
ence.

MMaann  ggeettss  2200  yyeeaarrss
ffoorr  sseelllliinngg  ddrruuggss

A man convicted of dis-
tributing drugs from Den-
ver on the Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation with seven oth-
er people from South Dako-
ta and Nebraska will serve
20 years in prison.

Lyle Wilson was sen-
tenced to three 20-year
terms that will be served
concurrently.

A federal jury in Rapid
City earlier convicted him
of conspiracy to distribute
cocaine and marijuana and
possession with intent to
distribute cocaine.

Six other people pleaded
guilty and already have been
sentenced to prison:
Lawrence Vigil, Alvina
White Bull, Tyler Eagle Bull,
Joe Brewer and brothers
Dominique Saucedo and
Daryl Saucedo.

Brandon Ecoffey was to
be sentenced Monday but
the hearing was resched-
uled.

BBiigg  SSttoonnee  IIII  ffuuttuurree
ccoouulldd  aaffffeecctt  cciittyy

BIG STONE CITY — Of-
ficials in Big Stone City say
they’re disappointed with
Otter Tail Power Co.’s deci-
sion to pull out of its lead role
in construction of a $1.6 bil-
lion coal-fired power plant.

Plans were under way for
a new housing develop-
ment, and other work was
being done to accommodate
what would be a huge influx
of people over the five-year
construction period for the
plant.

Big Stone City Mayor
Deb Wilk said she was sur-
prised and disappointed,
and it seems like a waste af-
ter all the time and work
people put into it.

Wilk said some related
projects will go forward.

— Journal staff 
and wire services
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Powertech revises permit applications

BByy  SStteevvee  MMiilllleerr
Journal staff

A company that wants to mine
uranium northwest of Edgemont is
going ahead with its plans despite
having to redo applications for state
and federal permits.

Powertech USA has already sub-
mitted a revised application to the
federal Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion and is working on revisions to its
application for a state permit.

Powertech USA, a subsidiary of
Powertech Uranium Corp. of Canada,
plans to inject chemically treated wa-
ter into holes to dissolve uranium,
then pump out the solution and col-
lect the uranium for processing. The
method is called in situ mining.

The company has finished drilling
exploration holes at a 10,580-acre site
in the Dewey-Burdock area.

On Friday, an environmental critic
of such in situ uranium mines said the
NRC and the state had rejected Power-
tech permit applications.

“A unique thing about the
Dewey/Burdock project is it’s the first
time that a license application has
been rejected as unacceptable, in my
experience,” said Paul Robinson,
research director of the Southwest Re-
search and Information Center in 
Albuquerque, N.M. Robinson was in

Rapid City to speak to a
conference of the
Western Mining Action
Network, a mining re-
form group.

However, officials
with the South Dakota
Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural
Resources said the
state did not reject

Powertech’s application for an un-
derground injection control permit.

“It’s just not complete,” said Tom
Brandner, natural resources engi-
neering director for DENR’s ground-
water quality program. “In a nutshell,
they just haven’t provided sufficient
information for us to make a thor-
ough review of the application.”

In a letter to Powertech in August,
DENR wrote, “In general terms, the
application lacks sufficient detail to
address fundamental questions relat-
ed to whether the project can be con-
ducted in a controlled manner to pro-
tect ground water resources.”

The letter said DENR wants more
information about exempting part or
all of the Inyan Kara aquifer within
the project boundary, about charac-
teristics of other geologic formations
that could be affected by mining and
about specific methods to restore
ground water.

DENR staff members are working
with Powertech to obtain the neces-
sary information. There is no dead-
line, Brandner said. Approval for that
permit must come from the state 

Water Management Board.
Mark Hollenbeck of Edgemont,

Powertech’s project manager, said
company staffers are doing more
study on the area in order to provide
the necessary information to DENR.

Meanwhile, Hollenbeck said Pow-
ertech has resubmitted an application
to the federal Nuclear Regulatory
Commission for a uranium recovery
license.

In June, the NRC sent Powertech’s
application back, saying the company
must provide more information.

Hollenbeck said Friday he believes
the NRC will rule soon on the resub-
mitted application. “We believe it will
be ruled complete and they will con-
tinue its technical review.”

Hollenbeck said Powertech will
wait for the NRC and DENR to ap-
prove those applications before the
company applies for a mining permit
from the state.

Hollenbeck said the company still
hopes to begin mining by 2011 if it
gets all its necessary permits.

The company has cleared some
earlier hurdles.

Last November, despite opposi-
tion from Native Americans and en-
vironmental groups, a state board
granted Powertech a permit to drill
more test holes.

In April, the state Board of Miner-
als and Environment denied a request
by Defenders of the Black Hills to re-
consider designating the Dewey/Bur-
dock site as “special, exceptional,
critical or unique.”

UURRAANNIIUUMM::  Company did
not provide ‘sufficient detail’
on permit application.

Secretary of state
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