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Powertech revises permit applications

URANIUM: Company did
not provide ‘sufficient detail’
on permit application.

By Steve Miller

Journal staff

A company that wants to mine
uranium northwest of Edgemont is
going ahead with its plans despite
having to redo applications for state
and federal permits.

Powertech USA has already sub-
mitted a revised application to the
federal Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion and is working on revisions to its
application for a state permit.

Powertech USA, a subsidiary of
Powertech Uranium Corp. of Canada,
plans to inject chemically treated wa-
ter into holes to dissolve uranium,
then pump out the solution and col-
lect the uranium for processing. The
method is called in situ mining.

The company has finished drilling
exploration holes at a10,580-acre site
in the Dewey-Burdock area.

On Friday, an environmental critic
of such in situ uranium mines said the
NRC and the state had rejected Power-
tech permit applications.

“A  unique thing about the
Dewey/Burdock project is it’s the first
time that a license application has
been rejected as unacceptable, in my
experience,” said Paul Robinson,
research director of the Southwest Re-
search and Information Center in
Albuquerque, N.M. Robinson was in

Rapid City to speak to a
conference of the
Western Mining Action
Network, a mining re-
form group.

However, officials
with the South Dakota
Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural
Resources said the
state did not reject
Powertech’s application for an un-
derground injection control permit.

“It’s just not complete,” said Tom
Brandner, natural resources engi-
neering director for DENR’s ground-
water quality program. “In a nutshell,
they just haven’t provided sufficient
information for us to make a thor-
oughreview of the application”

In a letter to Powertech in August,
DENR wrote, “In general terms, the
application lacks sufficient detail to
address fundamental questions relat-
ed to whether the project can be con-
ducted in a controlled manner to pro-
tect ground water resources””

The letter said DENR wants more
information about exempting part or
all of the Inyan Kara aquifer within
the project boundary, about charac-
teristics of other geologic formations
that could be affected by mining and
about specific methods to restore
ground water.

DENR staff members are working
with Powertech to obtain the neces-
sary information. There is no dead-
line, Brandner said. Approval for that
permit must come from the state

Hollenbeck

Water Management Board.

Mark Hollenbeck of Edgemont,
Powertech’s project manager, said
company staffers are doing more
study on the area in order to provide
the necessary information to DENR.

Meanwhile, Hollenbeck said Pow-
ertech has resubmitted an application
to the federal Nuclear Regulatory
Commission for a uranium recovery
license.

In June, the NRC sent Powertech’s
application back, saying the company
must provide more information.

Hollenbeck said Friday he believes
the NRC will rule soon on the resub-
mitted application. “We believe it will
be ruled complete and they will con-
tinue its technical review.”

Hollenbeck said Powertech will
wait for the NRC and DENR to ap-
prove those applications before the
company applies for a mining permit
from the state.

Hollenbeck said the company still
hopes to begin mining by 2011 if it
gets all its necessary permits.

The company has cleared some
earlier hurdles.

Last November, despite opposi-
tion from Native Americans and en-
vironmental groups, a state board
granted Powertech a permit to drill
more test holes.

In April, the state Board of Miner-
als and Environment denied a request
by Defenders of the Black Hills to re-
consider designating the Dewey/Bur-
dock site as “special, exceptional,
critical or unique.”
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